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e The Prime Minister

meeis with

SAVANETA

THE Prime Minister visited residentsin the
neighborhood of Savaneta on Thursday
morning to look at the dewvelopments in
the area and discussneedsof theresidents.
Prime Minister Eman wasaccompanied by
Robby Wever, a well-known resident and
business man of Savaneta.

The Prime Mimister and his entourage
made an mnventory of the needs of the
residents, the most important being a way
to reduce the speed of wehicles driving
through the area, as well as placing
asphalt on some streets and adding more
Ulumination in the neighborhood.
Theleader wasverypleased toannounce to
the residents that in July the Government
would be mnanng the Lights mn the
Neiwghborhood program which will consist
of adding LED hghtsin the area.

At the request of the Prime Minister, the
Health Bus was also present to

assist residents during
his visit o ¥

the neighborhood. The Prime Ninister
was also accompanied by officials
from Serlmar DOW, and GKME, the
department that combats disease carrying
mosqulioes.

At many of the wisited houses residents
asked the GKMB officials to pertorm tests
to check it they could find the mosquitoes
that cause Dengue or Chilanguya. Officials
of Serlmar are m the neighborhood
for the entre week, mainly for clean-
up and curting plants and trees that are
obstructing traffic. "In this way we are
malang sure that safety in traffic in the
neighborhoods improves,” Eman said.

The leader was also able to visit the Cuts &
Curves Gym, a very popular establishment
in the area, where he was taken on a tour
to see the modern installations, and even
had the chance to try out some of the
equipment. The Prime Minister was also
oiven some tips on how to keep fit even on
his busy schedule,
The Prime Minister started these
neighborhood wvisits, known as Accion den
Bario, pracucally at the beginning of the
first Government he led in 2009, These
visits have become very popular with
the people, who for the first ime are
experiencing a political leader hiving
so close to them, and listening
to thewr worries after they
have entered into office, the
Office of the Prime Minister
mforms.
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THE representative of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Kingdom Relations
of the Netherlands based on Aruba
informs on the economir collaboration
talang place between the countries
within the Kingdom:

More and more Aruba, Bonaire and
Curacaoare malking an effort to become
a2 hub i the commerce between
Europe and Latin America. From the
Netherlands we can see over the last
couple of years intensified attempts to
do more business with, among others,
the emerging economies such as In
Lann America.

To get an overview of the experiences
and the needs of the commercial
sector on the field of commercial
development, the Ministry of Internal
Affairs and Kingdom Relanons,
the office of nvestigation Stichting
Economic Investigation, have ordered
an wnvestiganion on thiz topic. This
connects directly to the wishes
expressed by of Minister of Exterior

Relattons Koenders dunng his stay
i the region art the beginning of this
meonth, of having a better overview
on the mnterests of the Caribbean parts
of the Kingdom when ixt comes to
economic diplomacy.

The investigation aspires to contribute
to the discussion on the steps that need
to be taken and also on the measures of
policy directed on other developments
of commerce between the Kingdom and
Latun Amernica, from the perspective of
theexperiencesand needsof businesses
on the i1slands and in the Netherlands.
A survey was conducted over the Web
among businesses in the Netherlands,
Aruba, Curacao, Bonaue and 5t
Maarten. Recently the mmwvestugators
along with representatives of Exterior
Relations and Kingdom Relations and
Economic Affairs visited the 1slands to
discuss and present the results of their
research.

Durnng this visit they met up with the
commercial sector, politicians and also
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public
officials. Aside from presenting the 2 T & . .
considering doing this.

findings, they representatives also
asked about possibilities the partners
see 1n terms of fostering the activities
and economic diigence within the
Kingdom and with Laun Amernica.
The mvestugators also discussed the
obstacles as viewed and experienced by
businesses who do business with Laton
America, and what facilities are needed
such as awrports, ports, customs, and
the e-zone.

The research findings mndicate that the
Caribbean parts of the Kingdom can
play a role in fostering commercial
relanonships with Latn America.
Dutch companies who do business with
Latin America, and whowant to expand
those actvities, are already malking use
of the facilities and services offered by
the Carnbbean parts of the Kingdom, or

Durmng the wisit and conversations
many concrete recommendations
were given on various fields. The
commercial sector placed an emphasis
on more economic collaboraton
among the Leeward Islands, improving
the policies In education and the
labor force, and eliminating specific
commercial barrers.

The research report can be found on
the SEC website at www.sec.nl. In the
coming week SEO will be presenong
their recommendarions based on their
findings to the Minister of Exterior
Relations and Kingdom Relations
in preparation for the Kingdom
Conterence taling place on June 16,
2015.

DISCOVERED

ON Thursday Police in Curacac discovered marijuana plantanonsat Klein Sta. Martha,
behind a field. When Police arrived at the site at about 10:00 a.m., they found two
different plantations in the same area.

During the investigaton, the Police was able to find evidence of Ulegal water tapping
as well, Police confiscared all the plants, as well as meters of hoses that were being
used to tap water to urigate the plantations, and some other objects of interest for the
INVestealon.

No arrests have been made as yet. The investigation conmnues.
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Archeological Museum celebrates

International Museum Day

IN celebranon of the International Museum Day the Archeoclogical
Museum organized an archeological expedinion for the third graders of
Kudawecha School. This was part of the prize won by Kudawecha student
Isabela Quilotte, who participated in a competition by the Archeological
Museum on the Flag and Anthem Day. The children en pyed a nice trip at
two archeological sites, and ending at the Museum facilities.

The assistants of archeologists Hiram Angela and Fransisco Croes
explained to the children the importance of not causing any damage o
the archeclogical site Shell Midden at Arashi, which contains valuable
mformation on our ancestors. The tour continues to the archeological
site at Ayo, where the children were able to admire the rock pamnngs.
Here they received an explanaton on the importance of this spiritual site
to the Indian communities.

The expedition was ended with a fun educancnal game mn the expo
rooms of the Archeological Museum, and the children took a nice Indian
necklace thar they made with corks, beads and feathers back to school
with them.

Under the guidance of the Museum employees the children had a great
day exploring our cultural heritage. In this way the Archeological
Museum educates the future generanons to help conserve and promote
cultural hentage, a very important aspect of the topic of International
Museum Day 2015 "Museums for a Sustainable Society'

{
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RBC
N\Ng| Royal Bank
RBC

ADDED

with the RBC payment profile

WILLEMSTAD - REBEC Royal Bank mtroduces an extra
layer of protection for local customers with an ATM/debit
card. On May 20, 2015 the bank blocked internarncnal
transactons on all ATM/debit cards. RBC customers can
now only use their debit card in Aruba, Curacao, Bonaire,
St. Maarten and Saba. "With this new measure we can offer
our customers enhanced protection. It allows us to give our
customersincreased peace of mind kmowing that their ATM/
debit card offers an even more secure way of payment," says
Pierre Rafini, Country Manager of RBC Aruba. Customers
can easily request change of payment settings via telephone
or e-mail. Changes will be processed within 24 hours.

With the RBC debirt card customers can pay and withdraw
money from ATM machines with a Maestro-logo almost
anvwhere in the world, Beforehand the customerwasable to
payand dispense cash both locally (Aruba, Curagao Bonaire,
St. Maarten and Saba) and mternatcnally. Customers
who live ourside the specified region can change their
personal settings to allow mrernatonal pavments and cash
withdrawal. "Our customers' peace of mind 15 extremely
important and we realize that every customer has different
needs. We have customers who go abroad every week,
but we also have customers who only wravel occasionally.
A uniformed policy would not provide the indiwvidual
customer with the necessary flexability. That's why we offer
extra protection with the new payment settings. Customers
can now ndicate whether they wish to pay and withdraw
money abroad or not,” says Rafini

Whenever customers plan on travelling abroad, RBC adwvises
them to submmurt a request to change thewr settings through
the NetBank secure mail system. If the customer does not
have a NetBank profile, he or she can visit cne of the RBC
branches during office hours to actvate their debit card
for mternational use. Such a request can also be made wia
phone number +297 588 0101 or via an Account manager.
REC recommends its customers to inform the bank abour
their travel plans outside the "local” region 1n order to
appropriately support arrangements for secure banlang,

Please contactusat +297 5880101 for more information or
pay a visit to one of the RBC branches.
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Young
PAINTERS

WALL pamnng Aruba, together with Foundanon Muchila
Creative, mnvites all of Aruba for a wisual arts exposition by
artistically ralented local young people. The exposition will be
held on 23 and 24 of May at the Cas di Cultura, from 6:00 p.m.
to §-00 p.m.

The teens participated at a Dreams Painting workshop

presented by Sandra van der Linde, and are now ready

to showcase their pieces. The exposition will feature

beautiful paintings of various wnspirations created by
these reens.

Instructor Van Der Linde hopes the
community will come out to motivate
and show their support o these young
people, and stimulate them to
keep developing thelr

skalls,
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The University of Aruba presents lecture on

HUMAN

Trafficking

THE University of Aruba (UA) presents "Un-
derstanding Vulnerability. Unlocking the Key
to Human Trafficlang in the Carbbean and
Abroad" a lecture by Dr. Davina P. Durgana.
This free lecture will be held on the UA prem-
1ses on Wednesday, May 27 at 7:30 p.m. and
presented in English,

After creanng the first human tatficlang risk
aszessment and prevalence estimartion model
for mineors in the United States, Dr. Durgana ap-
plies the same theoretical and statistical model-
g msights ro the 1ssues of human trafficking in
the Caribbean in this lecture. She deconstructs
vulnerability to human wraftficking by appealing
to the UN human security theoretical frame-
work, She also provides context on how to best
nform potential mterventions for human traf-
ficking prevention mn the Caribbean and the
United States. Survivor Advocates, Academ-
1cs, Community Members, and others will find

this lecture to be a unique perspective wnto the
state of human traffickang in Aruba and abroad,
with an engaging open discussion on the many
potential ways to combart this 1ssue moving for-
ward.

Speaker:

Dr. Davina P. Durgana 15 the Senior Technical
Adwvisor on Human Trafficlkang for Seraphim-
GLOBAL where she directs the SeraphimGLOB-
AL Research Collaboranve that supports the co-
ordination of unconventonal actors to produce
mnovanve research in the ano-human tratfick-
g field.

She 15 also a Report Author of the Walk Eree
Foundanon's Global Slavery Index, and an As-
soclate Professor at SIT Graduate Insttute mn
Washington, D.C. Her current work focuses on
developing a domestic human trafficking stans-
tcal forecasting model and profiling mmeor vul-
nerability in the United States.

Aruvba Marriott wins
regional awards for 2014

THE Aruba Mamriott Resort &
Stellaris Casino has recently been
awarded with rtwo presugious
recognitions as Sales Leader of the
Year and Marketing & eCommerce
Team of the Year for the Canbbean &
Latn America reglon,

Carclina Voullieme, Director of Sales
& Marketing, was recognized as
the 2014 "Sales Leader of the Year"”
for the region. Selected from the
Leadership Excellence nominees by
Marmnott Internanonal's Management
Team, Ms. Voullieme was awarded
this significant recognition for her
passion and commitment to her
position as leader of the Sales &
Marketing Team. Ms. Voullieme has
been with the Aruba Marmott since

2013 and is responsible for leading
the hotel sales, marketing and
communications acuvities, as well as
ImMaximizing revenue generation for
the property.

Addinonally, under the leadership
of Caroline Voullieme, the team of
Marketing & eCommerce supported
by Stacey Banfield and Christine Leo,
forming partof the S5ales & Marketing,
recelved a momentous recogniiion
as Marketing & eCommerce Team
of the Year for the CALA region.
The team of Sales & Marketnng was
extremely happy to have received
this meaningiul acknowledgement,
which was granted as a result of a
successful year for the resort with
a slgnificant revenue growth on
ArubaMamott.com, attainment of

ARUBA TRAVELLER - Satedoy, MMay 23 2015

over 20K Facebook fans within
a year and over $10 million 1n
FR ad value.

'‘Tm honored to receive these
two  prestigious accolades;

It 15 a reflecuon of my team's
commitment to excellence and
Marnott's effort to develop young
local rtalent. Aruba's voung
reneration 15 full of energy
and eager to grow within the
hospialityindusiryand together
with Marmortt's philosophy of
talent development, it 15 the
ideal opportunity to cultivate
homegrown leaders” saxd Ms.
Voullieme,




The ATA

HONORS

loyal guests

at the Marriott

RECENTLY the Aruba Tourism Authority
(ATA) had the great pleasure of honoring
loval and friendly wvisitors at the Aruba
MarrottResortand Casine, asDistinguished
Visitors and Goodwill Ambassadors.

The symbolic honorary ttle 15 presented
1 the name of the Minister of Tourlsm, in
show of appreciation to guests who have
been visinng the island consecutively for 10
and 20 years.

The honorees present were Donna Cosolito,
Luanne Meontalbano, Debra Hefferman,

Margaret Palermo, all residents of New
Yorlk.

These guests are loyal members of the
Aruba Marriott Resort and Casino and are
delighted with our island's beauty, the
triendliness of our pecople, our weather and
beaches, and our exclusive restaurants and
many activities that Aruba has to offer.

The certificate was presented by Darline 5.
De Cuba, representing the ATA, together
with Christina Leo, Sales and Marketing
coordmator of the Aruba Marnott Eesort
and Casino.
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SETAR to offer
ALL communication

SERVICES

at the Soul Beach Music Festival!

THIS weekend, Aruba will host the 15th
edition of the Soul Beach Music Festival
(SBMF), this wvear taking place in new
venue, the Harbor Arena next to the former
Bushiri Hotel.

SETAR 15 one of the sponsors that has been
supporting this event from the beginning.
Thisz event has drawn tourists every year
that come specifically to attend this concert
series, Through the event Aruba is being
promoted as a destination as well

This year, the biggest challenge was the
new location, where SETAR had to install
Fiber at the harbor. SETAR together with
DOW and the SBEMF organization made
sure to provide all of the communication
services at the site,

Additonally, SETAR 15 offtering 24/7
communication services for the entire SEMFE
team 1n various locatnions, such as Marmott
Hotel, Renaissance Hotel and Moomba

Beach for thewr offices, and mternational
radio transmussions. SETAR's highly
qualified technicians are working hard to
malke sure everything runs smoothly.

SETAR wall offer free Wi-Fi to all the event
participants who want to s@y connected
and share their concert experience durectly
with thewr family and fnends abroad.
SETAR 15 the only company that has the
mirastructure ready to otfer Wi-Fi services
at large events around Aruba and that can
carry the data traffic for such a large crowd.
The weekend promises to be a huge event
with artists of international renown , such as
Trey Songz, Charlie Wilson, Estelle, Doug E.
Fresh, Dru Hill, D.L.. Hughley, and Brandon
T. Jackson.

Tickets to the Soul Beach Music Festival
events are available at various spots around
the 1sland, including all SETAR Teleshops.
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FBI Arrest Two ISIS Recrvuits
Near L.A. on Terrorism Charges: Sources

(NBCNEWS) - The FEI arrested two
men 1n Southern Cabifornia, mmcluding
cne at Los Angeles Internanonal Airport,
on suspicion of terrorism related charges,
law enforcement officials told NBC News.
The men are suspected of planning o
travel abroad to pin ISIS, sources said.
They were 1dentified Friday as Muhanad
Eadawl and Nader Elhuzayel, both 24
and from Anaheim, U.5. Attorney's Office
spokesman Thom Mrozek told NEC Los
Angeles, One man was arrested at LAX,
the other in Orange County.

There was never any local public safety
threat and both were apprehended un-
armed, sources told NBEC news.

The EEI 1n connection with the pint ter-
rorism task force, also served art least two
search warrants in connection with the
case.

Like a number of recent cases, the sources
sald the unarmed suspects fit a pattern
of mdividuals who have been recruired
by ISIS as foreign fighters, particularly
through social media propaganda.

Fresh fighting erupts
in east Ukraine, three
Ukrainian soldiers killed

(REUTERS) - Three Ukrainian
servicemen have been lalled and 12
wounded 1n the latest clashes between
covernment forces and Russian-backed
separatlists, further eroding a three-
month-old ceasefire, Kiev's military said
on Friday.

Military spokesman Andriy Lysenko said
government forces had come under art-
tack from separatstsusing large-caliber
ouns and mortar in several parts of the
east and southeast, including near the
rebel-controlled city of Donetsk.

"In the past 24 hours we have lost three
Ukrainian herces, and another 12 have
been wounded " Lysenko told a briefing.
There wasnoword on casualtiesamong
the separatsts, who Kiev, NATO and
Western countries say are being pro-
vided with arms and men by Russia,
something Moscow denies.

Ulraine's largest steel company, Met-
invest, said one worker had been killed
and two wounded when 1ts Avdiyivka
coke plant, which 15 on government-

controlled territory, was been hit by
heavy shelling on Thursday.

The plant 15 not able to recelve supphes
of raw materials or ship out finished
products, and damage toequipment has
further hampered production, Metinwvest
sald 1n a statement.

A surge In viclence 1s putting further
pressure on a fragile ceasehire brokered
by Russia, Germany and France in a
peace deal last February in Minzk, Be-
larus.

Lysenko said there had been intense
nehtng near Gorlivica, north of Donetsk,
with the separatists using "a significant
quantty' of mortarsagainst government
forces.

But the heawviest casualnes on the gow
ernment side had been sustained near
Donetsk 1tself. The separatists were us-
ing “a broad range of weapons" against
Kiev's forcesat Shyrokyne, to the eastof
the strategic port city of Marnupol on the
Sea of Azov, he said.

More than 6,200 people have been lalled

since the conflict erupted 1n April 2014
after the ousting of a Moscow-backed
president by street protests and the ar-
rval in power of a leadership dedicated
to moving Uloaine away from Moscow's
orbit towards integration in Europe.
The contlict has led to the biggest crisis
in Russia-West relations since the end of
the Cold War,

In a report released on Friday, Am-
nesty International said there was
“overwhelming evidence" that both
Uloraiman forces and pro-Kiev milinas
and separatist groups had mistreated or

------
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tortured prisoners- abuse itdescribed as
“frequent and widespread”.

"Prisoners described being beaten untl
thelr bones broke, tortured with electric
shocks, lacked , stabbed, and hung from
the celling, deprived of sleep for days,
threatened with death, denied medical
care,and subjected tomock executions,”
the report said.

Ir hiehlhighted Right Sector, a militant
Ukramian nationalist group, and various
semml-autonomous separatist barrahons
as being especially brutal to prisoners.
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Concern in Jerusalem over
infernational decision against

(HAARETZ) - Israel officials
wortled Obama administration
won't help foil creation of inter-
national committee for nuclear-
free Middle East; White House
says it won't 'break commit-
ments to our Israel partners.'

Senior Israel officials are wor-
ried that the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty Review
Conterence will make a decl-
slon with extremely problem-
atic consequences for Israel's
nuclear program, by adopting
the Arab states’ position on the
terms for convening a confer-
ence on malang the Middle East
a nuclear weapons-free zone.

The Review Conference endson
Eriday in New York.

When the conterence opened
a month ago, Egypt submitted
a proposal that would mandate
holding the Mideast conference
with or without Israeli agree-
ment. Moreover, the Egypnan
proposal would make Israel's
nuclear program the confer-
ence's focus.

Israel, the United States and
other countries ob ected strenu-
ously to the Egyptian propos-
al. The Israeli position holds
that such a conference should
deal with all regional security
problems, mcluding missiles
and terrorism, rather than the
nuclear 1ssue alone. Israel also
demanded that any such con-
ference be conditioned on all
partcipating countries agree-
ing on the agenda.

Earlier this weel, Spain, after
consulting with Egypt, pre-
sented a compromise proposal
that essentally rejects this

10)

Israeli condition. The Span-
1sh proposal states that if no

consensus 1s reached on the
agenda before December 2015,
the UN secretary general will be
empowered o decide whether
toconvene the conference, and
on whar terms.

Ovwver the last few days, Jeruza-
lem and Washington have held
mrensive ralks in an effort to
reach understandings on the
15sue. A senior Israeli official
mvolved 1n the rlks said that
Thomas Countryman, the U.5.
assistant secretary of state
for internarional security and
nonproliferation, has been in
Israel since Tuesday tallking
with officials from the Forelgn
Ministry, the Nanonal Security
Council and the Israel Atomic
Energy Commission.

COn Wednesday, the talkslasted
unol 3 AM., and they contin-
ued allday Thursday. Talksare
expected to take place all day
EFriday as well, untl late into

the night, when the NFT Review
Conterence closes.

So far, no agreement satistac-
tory to Israel has been reached.
The senior Israeli official said
Israel fears a "rerun” of what
happened at the last NFT Re-
view Conference, 1n 2010,
Then, Egypt succeeded 1n fore-
g the J.5. tomnclude a section
i the concluding statement
thataddressed Israel's nuclear
capabilinies and urged it to open
all of irs nuclear facilities to UN
mspections. The 2010 starte-
ment also called for convening
a conference within two years
on making the Middle East an

area free of weapons of mass
destruction.

Israel was furious and accused
the U.5. admimstration of re-
neging on its prior commit-
ments to Israel. Prime Minister
Een pmin Netanvahu then de-
manded “compensation’ from
Washington, and received 1t
during a visit to the White
House in July 2010, when
U.5. President Barack Obam-
apromised that there would be
no change in American policy
on Israel's nuclear program
and that Washington would
not seek to undermine Israel's
policy of nuclear ambiguiry.
The senior Israeh official said
Israel fears that this ume, too,
Washington's desire for a con-
cluding statement that deals
with malking the Middle East
a WMD-free zone will lead the

Americans tomake concessions
to Egypt that will undermine
Israel's security interests.

The U.5. administration re-
jected Israel'stears. Bernadette
Meehan, a spokesman for the
.5 Nanonal Security Coun-
cil, said the language of the
concluding statement hadn't
vet been finalized, and the U. 5.
would work to ensure that the
final statement satisfies both
[I.5. and Israeli interests.
"Both the United States and
Israel support the creation of a
WMD-free zone 1n the Middle
East,"” sald Meehan. "We are
working closely with our Israel
partners toadvance ocur mutual
interests, ncluding preserving
the NPT." "Thiz Administration
and this President do not break
commitments to our Israeli
partners,” she said.

NTERNATIONAL
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"White Helmets’

bring civilian

aid fo Syria’s
conflict

TUREKEY (CNN) - In the last five
vears, life expectancy has dropped by
nearly 20 years in Syria. It is an aston-
1shing figure,

And the reason 15 not because of deadly
infectious diseases or lack of clean wa-
ter, although those are problemsthereas
well. Instead, 1t has to do primarily with
rusty old barrels that are packed with
explosivesand hurtled out of helicopters
conto large neighborhoods. These bar-
rels often contain nails, wire, glass and
anything else that can brutally maim and
destroy a human body.

The 1mages are awful to 1magine, and
even worse (o see,

According to the Syrian Crvil Defense,
barrel bombs, astheyarecalled, are now
the greatest lkaller of civihans in many
parts of Syrna.

Every tune one of these barrels strikes,
it 15 the seismological equivalentofa 7.6
magnitude earthquake, and 1t happens
around 50 tunes a day. While I spoke to
James Le Mesunier in Southern Turkey
last night, he received word that three
more barrel bombs had fallen 1n st
the past few hours. He also told me that
when this happens, there 15 no one for
the average ciizen tocall. "Youcan'tdial
211, You can't dial the fire service. You
can't call the local police department.
Theydon't exist."”

Jamesisthe architect of an organization
called the White Helmets that 1s trying to
fill that void. In the process, they hope
toaccomplish much more as well These
plumbers, postmen, teachers and other
civilians are training and pining forces
to become a medical and rescue team

They would like to reverse the drop in
lite expectancy and offer some relief to
the countless civilians who have become
mcreasingly desperate, forced to leave
their homes and even move Mto parts
of the country now controlled by the
Islamic State.

In the old Western movies, 1t was easy
to tell the good guys and the bad guys
apart, by the colors they wore. In Syria,
a country bursting with too many men
m black hats, James and his 2 600 vol-
unteers want to offer an alternanve. A
chmmer of hope, of men and women 1n
white helmets

The story of the White Helmets murors
the escalation of violence of the revolu-
non. In late 2012, the Syrian regime
withdrew 1its forces from northern
and southern Syria. Whether 1t was
In response to wncreasingly powertul
rebel forces s not something the regime
of Bashar al-Assadhas ever acknowl-
edged, but the end product was the
same. The absence of covernment forces
essentally turned these into "free-fire"
zones. The al-Assad regime could now
bomb and shell these areas indiscrimi-
nately with thousands of mnocent ciwl-
1ans caught in the crosstire and no help
n sight.

Owver nme, 1t was ordinary men who
started to respond to the explosions,
fires and attacks. Barbers, bakers, stu-
dents and electricians, to name a few
-- consistently showed up to help in any
way they could. In many of these areas,
It was the same people who kept run-
ning into each other while conducting
rescues. Most had bought helmerts that
were white, instead of colored, simply

because they were cheaper. And, accord-
ing to James, 1t was the local media who
first asked "who are all those guys with
the white helmets?" It was the birth of
a humanitarian organization that three
vears later has saved 18 000 Lives, and
recently been nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize.

There are now around 2 600 White Hel-
mets, ncluding 56 women who jomned
over the last several months. In some of
Syria's more conservatlve COmImnuniies,
women trapped 1n the rubble cannot be
rescued bya man nomatter how dire the
situation. For them, the women of the
White Helmets satisty an unmet need.

Ovwer the last few days, I have had a
chance to sit down and talk to 25 of
the White Helmets to try and better
understand theiwr lives, thelr motivations
and their future, We were In Southern
Turkey, not too far from the border with
Syria, where the White Helmets were
ooy through a sophisticared traming
exercise, I was mvited to tag along. On
our first day, the men all sat in a cucle
with me, and st started gushing their
stories. It wasalmost catharue for them,
mavybe even therapeutic

Every single one of them raised thewr
handswhen asked if they had personally
saved a Life.

Ibrahim Armanaz, age 28, worked asa
barber. He saved a 17-year-cld woman
with a head 1n pryafter a bombing near
a local bakery, Abdul Kader Suleyman,
32, 15 2 farmer who saved a 7-month-
old gl atter two thermobaric missiles
hit the town of Darkoush. Mohammed
Ata Rashwani, 44, previously worked
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as a hospital administrator. He rushed
to the scene of a missile attack, and
‘rescued a man whose entire lower half
was buried." It was only later that he
added something I will never forget,
Mohammed pined the White Helmets
five days after his son was lalled doing
the very same pb.

Ahmad Rahhal worked as a police-
man, and at age 27 moved up the ranks
quickly to detective. He told the story
of two other White Helmets, who had
died after being "double tapped."Thisis
a particularly malicious act that occurs
when a helicopter carnes two barrel
bombs. Atter dropping the first one, the
helicopter curcles in the sky wawing tor
the first responders to arrive. Once a big
enough crowd has gathered, they drop
the second bomb.

It 1= different level of savagery.

Ahmad survived that double tap, and
was able toalsorescue three young girls,
who are alive and well.

Ahmad, like all the other White Helmets,
1sdoing his part to turn around the plum-
menng lite expectancy in Syria. And,
for him, it 15 even more personal than
that. He 15 getting married next weel,
and will be starting a family of his own.
When he shared that news, the entire
group of hardened White Helmets broke
out into spontaneous applause, hooting
and hollering.

Despire all they have seen and endured,
the men and women who wear the white
helmets believe Syria and s cinizenscan
be saved. Theyhave a palpable optimizm
abour the tfuture -- and, they wanrt to
share 1t with everyone,

wrearo AN



Santa Barbara oil spill:

SANTA BARBARA, CALTFORNIA (CNN) - At its worst, the smell burns your
nostrils and gives you a little nageing headache,

Stones at Refugio State Beach lay splattered with a jet black tar, like goo, which can
only be crude o1l

An industrial-size rash bin of olly vegetation sits next to the beach. Bilanis and surt-
boards on once pristne sandy shores have been replaced with people in hazmat suits,
digeing in the durt and picking up ou-1aden sticks and plants.

The onshore pipeline behind this week's Santa Barbara ol spill lealked more than 100 000
gallonsof crude on coastal lands and into the ocean, the ol company said Thursday.
What caused the oil spill remains under investigation.

AMONG THE WORST VIOLATORS

The underground oil pipeline was carrying 1,300 barrels an hour, below 1ts maximum
capaciry of 2,000 barrels an hour, said Rick McMichael of Plains All American Pipeline

Plains All American 1samong the worst violators listed by the U. S, Pipeline and Hazard-
ous Materials Administration. It surpassed all but four of more than 1,700 operators in
reporting safety and maintenance infractions, the federal agency said.

The company has had 175 federal safety and maintenance viclations since 2006, re-
sponsible for more than 16,000 barrels of spills that have caused more than $23 million
worth of property damage.

Plains has been commitiing money to safety improvements for the past seven years,
said Par Hutchins, the company's senior director of safety.

LOBSTERS KILLED, PELICANS SOAKED IN OIL

Meanwhile, crews continued to clean beachesand coastal waters, and officials reported
the leak knlled an undisclosed number of lobsters, kelp bass and marine mvertebrates

Six oul- soaked pelicans and one young sea lion were being rehabilitated.

As of Thursday mght, vessels had slkammed 9,500 gallon s of oily water from the ocean,
McMichael said.

The cleanup could last months, officials said. For now, currents, tides and winds make
the oul plume “a moving target" as it drifts oftshore, said U.5. Coast Guard Capt. Jen-
nifer Williams.

The s17e of the spill, which began contaminating California’s beachesTuesday, 1s equiva-
lent to the volume of water the average American residence usesin a year.

Experts tally up damage

HOW IT ALL STARTED

Houston-based Plains All American Pipeline estimated that up to 105,000 gallons may
have spilled from a broken pipe, based on the typical flow rate of oil and the elevation
of the pipeline.

Since the pipeline 1s underground, it will take a fewdays to determine how much crude
oLl was spilled, said McMichael, who esimated that 21,000 gallons of crude had gone
wmto the Pacific Ocean, with the rest spilled on land.

NOT THE FIRST TIME

Thisisn't the first oil spill in Santa Barbara.

A spill in January 1969 became what was, at the time, the naton's worst offshore cul
disaster, Though this weelk's spill 15 smaller, 1t stll prompted California's governor to
declare a state of emergency in Santa Barbara County.

The 1969 dizaster was so catastrophic that it gave birth to an environmental movement,
a host of regulations agamnst the oil and gas industry and a new commission to protect
California'’s coast, experts said.

In all, about 53 million gallons of cul spewed from a Union O1l driling rng 5 miles off the
coast of nearby Summerland, California. The pipe blowout cracked the seafloor, and
the oul plume kalled thousands of seabirds and "innumerable fish " according toa 2002
paper by gecgraphers at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

BACKLASH AND CONSEQUENCES

Subsequent . 5. oll spills were much larger, including the Exxon Valdez accident, which
dumped 11 nullion gallons off Alasla's shoresin 1989, and the Deepwarter Horlzon spill,
which put 210 milhion gallons mto the Gulf of Mexico in 2010.

But the 1969 Santa Barbara spill energized a movement that led to new federal and
state environimental laws and helped establish the first Earth Day the next year.

FINED FOR PRIOR OIL SPILLS

Plains All Amernican Pipeline violated federal environmental viclations 10 imes between
2004 and 2007, when about 2732 420 gallons of crude oil were discharged into waters
or shorelinesin Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Kansas, the Environmental Protection

Agency said.

Most of the spills were caused by pipe corrosion, the EPA said

The oll company agreed to paya $3.25 miullion civil penalty and spend $41 milbhon to
upgrade 10,420 mules (16,770 lkalometers) of crude oll pipeline operated in the United
States, the EPA said in 2010.

THE THREAT

The environment remains a ma pr concern around Refugio State Beach, which was
completely desolare Thursday, as were its camperounds, which are normally packed
tor Memorial Day weelend. The only sounds were the waves and the helicopter above,
a buzzing reminder of the olly mess below,

Addirional photo sources: ABC7 & Rappler
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53 People in 9 States

Sickened

After Eating Raw Tuna

(NBCNEWS) - Health officials are investigating a salmonella outbreak likely The source of the outbreak is unknown, but most who fell ill reported eating sushi
linked to raw tuna that has sickened 53 people 1n nine states, confaining raw tuna.

The Cahitornia Department of Public Health said Thursday that 31 of thecasesare Salmonella 153 bacteria and the most common source of food polsoning in the U. 5.
there. Other affected statesinclude Anzona, lllincis, Mississippl, New Mexico, South It causes diarrhea, cramping and fever.

Dakom, Virginia, Washington and Wisconsin. Health officials say the elderly, young children, pregnant women and people with
Ten people have been hospitalized. No deaths have been reported. weak immune systems should not eat raw fish or raw shellfish.
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Chelsea boss Jose Mourinho:

‘Campaign’

is not a nice word

LONDON (ESPNEC) -- Jose Mourinho suggested he may have gone too far
in claiming there wasa "campaign” against Chelsea this season.

The Chelsea manager lambasted referees in December and said he felt there was
a campaigen to influence decisions against his team.

He also blamed Sky Sports pundits when Diego Costa recelved a retrospective
three-man ban for stamping in Chelsea's Capital One Cup semifinal success over
Liverpool in January

In February, he made an appearance on Sky Sports' "Goals on Sunday" programme
in which he spoke out about the decisions that went against his side during a 1-1
draw at home to Burnley and contnued his complaints over the Costa incident.
Asked whether he regretted the "campalgn'’ remark at his news conference on
Friday, Mourinho said: '"T'm not the kind of person to regret. What you did, you
did. What happened, happened. You cannot change things. Time doesnot go back.
"We had lots of mistakes against us, that's the reality, but that's football. Maybe
‘campalgn' 15 not a nice word. Maybe Iwould take that word out from my expla-
nation and my comments, but that's the reality

"We had very bad decisions over a big period of time -- but Ialso made bad deci-
slons, no problem.”

Chelzea host Sunderland on Sunday in their final game of the season, with Petr
Cech porentally malang his final appearance for the club

The long-serving soalkeeper has said he does not want to spend another season
as Thibaur Courtors' backup and hisagent has said the 353-vear-old would be keen
to pin Arsenal, Manchester United or Parls Samt-Germain

Mourmmho has previously said thar, it Cech were to leave, he would prefer that
he did not i a Premier League nival.

However, the Blues boss said on Friday: "T would like him to stay. I have no
preferences mn [the] case he leaves.”

Bastian Schweinsteiger must decide

7

|

under contract.

ture - Pep Guardiola

ESPN) - Bayern Munich coach Pep Guardicla said Manchester United target Bastian
Schweinstelger 15 a part of his plans for next season but added: "He hastodecide.”

Sources have told ESPN EC that United are keen to sien Schwelnstelger
this summer as Louis van Gaal looks to bolster his midfield options
The 30-year-old, who has spent his entire career at Bavern, has
Just one year remamning on his contract and Guardiola said
the Germany captain would have to decide his own future.

"Tean't make the call for Basn," Guardiola told a news
conference on Fnday. "He's a Bayern player, and he 1s

"He'san outstanding legend at the club, but he hastwodecide,
not Pepor [CEO] Karl-Heinz Rummenigge. He hasa contract, and
15 part of my plans for next season."
WVan Gaal, who iz also mterested in Bayern forward Thomas Muller,
worked with Schweinsteiger during his two-year relgn at Bavern
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for Game 2

ATLANTA (ESPN) -- The Cleveland Cavaliers may
be without star guard Kyre Irving for Game 2 of the
Eastern Conterence finalsFridayvmightashe contnues
to deal with a left knee 135ue.

Coach Dawvid Blart says Irving didn't attend the morn-
g shootaround in order to meet with the ream's head
physician, Dr. Richard Parker.

"It's not a marter of shutting him down, 1t's usta matter
of, 15 he healthy enough to play?" Blatt said. "Does he
feel healthy encugh to play? That'sall."

BElart would not say how much time Irving would po-
tentially miss if he does sit out.

“Like most other 1nuries it's a combination of pain
management and whart the physical symptoms are,
that's all," Blatt said.

Irving 15 officially questionable as the Cavs await tests
scheduled for Eriday morning that will hikely include
an MRT Irving wasunable to finish Wednesday's Game
1 win over the Atlanta Hawls atter he ageravated the
tendiniris in his knee, which has been bothering him

Kyrie Irving
misses Cavaliers’
shootaround,
questionable

tor the past few weels. Friday's MEI may determine
Irving's status for Game 2 and bevond.

Despite treatment on an off day Thursday, Irving's knee
had not improved by Friday morming and the Cavs
decided to send him for more evaluanon. Irving had
an MRI following Game 4 of the Cavs' series against
the ChicagoBullsand it revealed no structural damage.
That peace of mind helped Irving go cut and score 25
points n the following game.

BEut he has rweaked the knee In game action twice since
then and hasn't been able to finish the Cavs' past two
playoff games. He had 10 points and six assists in the
Cavs' Game 1 wictory but has largely been reduced to
a decoy role over the past two series

The team doctors believe Ir'ving suffered the mnury
because he wascompensaung fora spramned nght foot
he suttered against the Boston Celtic s in the first round
of the playofts last month. Earlier in the week he'd
expressed oprunism that the nme off between series
had allowed the tendinins to calm down.

'This 15 obviously one of the most frustrating things
T've ever dealt with," Ir'ving said afrer Game 1, “We do

days and days and go out there and it's nothing hike
simulatng a game so for me, I pst have to continue to
do what I've been doing and do whatever 1s necessary
to put myself out there. I'm all about winning. Thar's
the only thing that matters."”

It Irving can't go, Marthew Dellavedova will likely start
at pomt guard for the Cavaliers.

“MNext man up," Blatt said. "Guys got to step 1n and
pick up for him."

LeBron James would also take on an expanded role
handling the ball.

‘“Thatmeans less touchesin the paint,” James said. "TF
one of our ball-handlers 15 out, I've got to handle the
ball more along with (Dellavedova ). It changes my
approach a lirtle bit."”

Dellavedova played 25 minutes and had zero points
on O-for-6 shooting 1n Game 1 agamst Atlanta but
performed admirably in Game & of the second round
against Chicago, scoring 19 pownts when Irving's in -
ries limired him to st 12 minures.

‘Tl be ready to go," Dellavedova said. "Whatever the
team needs."”
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